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2017 Delacombe Christmas Party!
Despite the threatening weather, 
100s of people gathered for the 
annual Delacombe Christmas Party 
at Doug Dean on 24th November. 

The event featured activities for the 
kids, a sausage sizzle, ice cream 
and coffee vans, performances 
from local school choirs and bands, 
and, of course, a visit from Santa! 

A highlight was seeing singers and 
musicians from all of the schools, 
Delacombe  and Lumen Christi and 
Phoenix P-12 Community College, 
perform together. 

Santa arrived in style in a big 
Sebastopol Fire Engine - much to 
the delight of the children. 

Councillor Jim Rinaldi wished the 
community a happy and safe 
holiday season on behalf of the City 
of Ballarat. 

Thank you to everyone who made 
this event possible, including 
volunteers from the Salvos, YMCA, 
Lumen Christi, Delacombe Primary, 
Phoenix P-12 Community College, 
Ballarat Community Health and the 
Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre. 
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This holiday season, the YMCA will provide over 150 Boxes of Joy for local children. The boxes 
contain small new gift items such as skipping ropes, books, personal products, stationery and toys 
suitable for the age of the child. In addition, many children will receive recycled bikes from the 
YMCA's Recranked program as part of the Bikes For Christmas campaign.  

Pictured below is Jessy Malham, the Founder of the Boxes of Joy program. with the generous 
donations from the St Aloysius Grade 5 and 6 Enterprising Market group.  

The YMCA would like to thank the many people in the community who have generously donated 
items as well as their time to make this project possible.  

YMCA Ballarat Brightens Christmas for Local 
Children with 'Boxes of Joy'

ow do you want to 
connect with your 

community?

Happy Holidays from the 
Delacombe Chairs Forum 

 
Looking forward to a great 

year ahead in 2018!
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Next time you visit the Ballarat 
Neighbourhood Centre, be sure to stop in the 
corridor outside the kitchen to admire our 
newest work of art.  

The mural was designed by local artist Linda 
Franklin. She worked with four community 
groups to produce the artwork; the Phoenix  
 P-12 Community College DOTS program, 
Sebastopol Youth Centre, the Ballarat 
Neighbourhood Centre Community Gardening 
Group and Berry Street clients.  

We celebrated the launch of the mural on 
Wednesday 6th December where attendees 
learned more about the process of creating 
the mural and enjoyed afternoon tea. 

Mural Launch at BNC

Many thanks to volunteer artist Anna for creating 
these vibrant Christmas trees for the children to 
decorate at the Delacombe Chrismas party this 
year.  

The children loved painting the little circles of 
wood donated by the Sebastopol Men's Shed and 
carefully placing them on the trees.  

The artwork is now cheerfully lining the corridor at 
the Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre for our visitors 
to admire.  

Festive Christmas Tree Art Project

Anna (far left) with her daughter and grandchildren pictured 
with the decorated trees.

Thanks also go to our funders for this project, the My Sebastopol Community Panel supported by the 
City of Ballarat and the generous donation of all materials by Gay + Co Mitre 10.  

INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT THE MEN'S SHED? 
 

GIVE THEM A CALL OR DROP BY DURING OPEN HOURS. 
3 YARROWEE ST, SEBASTOPOL BALLARAT VIC 3356 

PH: (03) 5379 9256 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9:00AM TO 2:00PM, CLOSED SATURDAY 



Strategic Planning Update
The Delacombe Chairs Forum staged a range of
activities in 2017 so that we could get a better
understanding of what people would like us to
work on. These activities included: 
- Working with over 100 students from Lumen
Christi and Delacombe Primary Schools to develop
a list of ‘crazy ideas’ for Delacombe, 
- 135 people copmleted a community survey, 
- Graffiti walls were hosted at community sites
where people could post their comments, and 
- Chatting with people at focus group workshops. 

The majority of people indicated that they really
liked Delacombe and generally feel connected to
their community. People connect in a variety of
ways including through; schools, the Community
Hub, community events, the library, faith based
organisations and sports. Notwithstanding this, it is
important to note that there are people within the
community who stated that they would like to be
better connected. 

On the whole, participants were relatively satisfied
with the facilities and services in Delacombe.
People highlighted the benefits of the expanded
offering of services at the new Delacombe Town
Centre as well as Doug Dean Recreation
Reserve being highly valued by the community.  

  

In terms of future improvements, people 
focused on these issues: 
- Improving connectivity across the 
community – practically speaking this 
means enhancing walking tracks, footpaths 
and public transport, 
- Safety is important and public places 
should be lit and feel clean and accessible, 
- Creating open, attractive, interesting and 
active community spaces, and 
- People are keen for more community 
events, markets and activities. 

Here’s what we’ll be doing in 2018 
A number of people and agencies involved 
in the Delacombe Chairs Forum have put 
their hand up to lead responses to these 
local priorities. By March of 2018, we will 
have developed ideas for each of these 
priorities and be working with organisations 
and people who can get things happening. 
We will keep people informed of 
developments through the Delacombe 
Community Newsletter. 

The Delacombe Chairs Forum meets 
regularly and will continue to listen to 
community about emerging issues and 
look for opportunities to initiate projects 
that make Delacombe a better place to 
live, work and learn. 

This newsleter is proudly produced by the Ballarat Neighbourhood Centre with thanks for  
the generous support of The Ballarat Foundation and the Victorian Government. 
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Call       5329 3273 
Email    reception@ballaratnc.org.au 
Visit      11 Tuppen Drive, Sebastopol 
Like      Facebook/Ballarat-Neighbourhood-Centre     

Delacombe Community Newsletter


